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ECOLABELLABELLING AND ECOLABELS

Ecolabelling is an effective way to inform consumers about the environmental impacts of a selected product. In this way, consumers are enabled to differentiate between environmentally friendly products and other products. Ecolabelling encourages sustainability and sustainable development, environmental protection, more efficient use of energy, rational use of non-renewable natural resources, introduction of environmental practices at the national, regional and global levels, preservation of ecosystems and biodiversity, improvement of waste management systems by introducing recycling, better management of harmful substances in products, implementation of cleaner production, etc. There is a growing trend in obtaining ecolabels and sales of products bearing the ecolabel. There are a large number of ecolabels that have no real importance in environmental protection but rather appear only as a tool in product marketing. 
One of the primary disadvantages of the ecolabel is the fact that the environmental information on the label is very brief, due to the limited space on which it can be printed. In addition, consumers cannot fully pay attention to all the information presented to them when making a purchase. For these reasons, the European Union decided to establish general guidelines for green products so that the consumer can make the right choice when purchasing. The European Union Ecolabel scheme was adopted in 1992 with the intention that the label would promote the design, production and use of products, and that their harmful impact on the environment during their life cycle would be minimal[footnoteRef:1]. Ecolabels can be mandatory and voluntary. The use of a voluntary ecolabel is optional for each economic entity. Voluntary ecolabels influence consumer behaviour. The consumer can decide whether to buy a product with an ecolabel or not.  [1: Source: Horvat, A., Filipović, J., Đurić, M. European Ecolabelling scheme. National Conference on Quality of Life - Proceedings of the 4th Quality Festival, Kragujevac, Serbia 2009.] 


On the other hand, mandatory ecolabels do not offer freedom of choice. The application of voluntary ecolabels differs from the application of mandatory ecolabels. In the case of mandatory ecolabellabelling, each product must meet the environmental criteria required for the award of the ecolabel. Products that do not meet these criteria cannot be placed on the market. Environmental protection is achieved to a greater extent in the case of mandatory ecolabels than in the case of voluntary ecolabels. In principle, ecolabels have three purposes: to inform consumers about the environmental adequacy of products, to develop environmental standards for product production, and to protect domestic products. Most of the negative consequences for the environment originate from the consumption of products. To avoid this, consumer behaviour must change, and ecolabels play an important role in this. The aim of ecolabels is to suggest to consumers that they should buy environmentally friendly products. Manufacturers who intend to obtain specific ecolabels must align their production and production processes with environmental standards. The ISO 14000 series of standards addresses various environmental issues and specifies acceptable standards that help to reduce environmental pollution[footnoteRef:2].  [2: Source: Stanković M., Ecolabelling: obstacle or incentive to international trade. School of Business Number 4/2012. Higher Business School of Vocational Studies, Novi Sad 2012.] 


Ecolabelling programmes are already widely implemented in the European Union and other industrialised countries. The EU Ecolabel is the official voluntary label of the European Union for environmental excellence and is often called the EU Flower due to its visual identity. This label is world - renowned and is a voluntary scheme that promotes goods and services that clearly demonstrate environmental excellence, based on standardised processes and scientific evidence. Even though it is voluntary, there are clear rules, regulations and procedures that a product must meet in order to obtain this label. So far, 98,977 products (goods and services) have been registered that have the EU label. A list of these products is available in the EU Ecolabel e-catalogue. Some of the national ecolabels such as the Blue Angel, the Nordic Swan and the Austrian Ecolabel are very well known and widely accepted around the world. The table below provides an overview of individual ecolabels. The original name of each ecolabel is linked to a character that leads to the ecolabel website. The Ecolabel Index is the world's largest catalogue of ecolabels, tracking 456 ecolabels from 199 countries and 25 industry sectors. This index contains detailed descriptions of the ecolabels. Before purchasing a product, it is important to check whether the label has been awarded by an independent body that guarantees that the product has a positive impact on the environment.
Figure 1: Appearance and description of individual ecolabels
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	Ecolabel
	Description
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	BASF Eco-Efficiency

BASF has developed a label for products that are assessed using the eco-efficiency analysis method. After the analysis is completed, an independent third-party evaluation is required. The results of the analysis are publicly available online.
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	Better Environmental Sustainability Targets (BEST) Standard 1001

The BEST certificate is awarded to lead-acid battery manufacturers who meet minimum gas emission standards and agree to take back used batteries for environmentally friendly recycling.
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	Blue Angel
The Blue Angel is a German ecolabel for industrial products that are more environmentally friendly than others serving the same purpose. Each label states that the product or service focuses on one of four different protection goals: health, climate, water and resources. This label is awarded by an independent body.
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	bluesign® standard
Blue Design is a standard that unifies the textile production chain with the aim of reducing the environmental impact of the textile industry. Instead of focusing on testing the finished product, the standard follows the chain from raw materials, chemical components and production resources
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	Compostability Mark of European Bioplastics

The European Bioplastics Compostability Label allows compostable products to be identified with a unique label and channelled for recovery. This label provides information to landfill operators.
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	Coop Naturaline: Switzerland

The label applies to textiles and natural cosmetics made from cotton grown in controlled organic farming according to the guidelines of BIO Switzerland or the European Union. It covers the entire textile chain and requires additional pollution testing by independent laboratories.
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	CRI Green Label
The Carpet & Rug Institute (CRI) launched a program in 1992 to test carpets, rugs, and adhesives to identify products with very low emissions of volatile organic compounds. The program sets standards and lets consumers know that they are purchasing products with the lowest emissions of volatile organic compounds. Using scientifically established standards, the CRI Green Label+ program symbolises the carpet industry's commitment to creating a better indoor environment.
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	Danish Indoor Climate Label
The Danish Indoor Climate Label is a tool for developing and selecting products suitable for indoor air quality and for better understanding the impact of products and materials on indoor air quality in buildings.
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	Eco Warranty

Eco-Guarantee is an environmental management standard ( EMS ) designed as an alternative to ISO 14001.
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	ECOproduct
Eco-Product is a Norwegian method for selecting environmentally friendly building materials and chemicals based on information in the Environmental Product Declaration or Safety Data Sheet. The method was developed in collaboration with several building industry organisations and contractors in Norway.
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	EKOenergy
Eco-Energy is an electricity label managed by a European network of more than 30 environmental NGOs from over 20 European countries. This label is the only electricity label that has emerged from a pan-European consultation process, operates across the entire European market and is recognised by stakeholders in all European countries.
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	EMAS: European Eco-Management and Audit Scheme

EMAS (Eco Management and Audit Scheme) is an EU program that allows organisations to verify their environmental management system in accordance with relevant EU regulations.
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	Energy Labelling of Buildings: EU
Energy labelling of buildings (Directive 2002/91/EC on the energy performance of buildings). Member States are required to ensure that when buildings are constructed, sold or rented out, an energy performance certificate is made available to the owner or by the owner to the tenant or potential buyer. The certification includes advice and information on how to improve energy performance.
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	ENERGY STAR: USA
A voluntary program supported by the U.S. government dedicated to helping protect the environment through energy efficiency. The label makes it easier for consumers and businesses to identify high-quality, energy-efficient products, homes, and commercial and industrial buildings.
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	EU Ecolabel
The EU Ecolabel is the official voluntary label of the European Union for environmental excellence and is often called the EU Flower due to its visual identity. This label is world-renowned and is a voluntary scheme that promotes goods and services that clearly demonstrate environmental excellence, based on standardised processes and scientific evidence. Although it is voluntary, there are clear rules and regulations as well as procedures that a product must meet in order to receive this label.
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	EU Energy Label

Energy efficiency label and in accordance with EU regulations.
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	EU organic product label
An EU organic product label indicating that the product is obtained under a sustainable farming system. Foods can only be labelled "organic" if at least 95% of their agricultural ingredients are organic.
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	European Computer Manufacturers Association ECMA: TR/70
A voluntary product declaration standard that identifies and defines environmental attributes related to ICT (Information and Communication Technology) and electronics, throughout their entire life cycle, from conception to end-of-life treatment.
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	Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC) Forest Management Certification

The FSC label stands for the promotion of environmentally sound, socially beneficial and economically sustainable forest management. Certification includes an inspection of forest management by an independent body.
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	Global GreenTag Certified
An international green label that is a third-party green product rating and certification system, supported by scientific and life cycle assessment processes. The system evaluates products against the worst-performing and conventional products in the same functional category and purpose based on product synergies and greenhouse gas emissions.
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	Global Recycle Standard
An international recycling standard for companies that produce and/or sell products with recycled content. The standard applies to the entire supply chain and addresses traceability, environmental principles, social requirements and labelling.

	[image: ]
	Green Dot / Der Grüner Punkt / Grønt Punkt
The green dot symbol identifies products whose manufacturers are members of the post-consumer packaging recycling system. It is covered by the European Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive - 94/62/EC. The green dot does not indicate any specific environmental attributes of the product itself.
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	Nordic Ecolabel or "Swan"
It shows that the product is a good choice for the environment. The "Swan" symbol is known in the Nordic countries and is available for 65 product groups. The process of obtaining this label checks whether the products meet certain criteria using methods such as samples from independent laboratories, certificates and control visits.
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	Recycled Content

A generic symbol used to indicate recycled content. It is also sometimes used to indicate that a product is recyclable. This symbol does not imply or indicate that the product is certified.
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	Österreichisches Umweltzeichen (Austrian Ecolabel)
The Austrian ecolabel is intended for consumers, manufacturers and the public procurement sector. The ecolabel provides guidance for choosing products or services that are least harmful to the environment or health. The ecolabel draws attention to environmental, health and quality aspects (fitness for use).
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	Environmentally friendly - (Ecolabel of the Republic of Serbia)
A corresponding national ecolabel has been established in the Republic of Serbia. Details regarding the procedure and conditions for awarding the ecolabel are defined by the Law on Environmental Protection and a special Regulation on further conditions, criteria and procedure for obtaining the right to use the ecolabel, elements, appearance and manner of use of the ecolabel for products and services, (Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, No. 49 of 31 May 2016).
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Ecolabel Index
https://www.ecolabelindex.com/

EU Ecolabel
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel_en
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